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(which are very vicious there in Summer, and more
annoying than one would believe) do not sting so
much in the bare parts, etc. They also use tobacco,
and inhale the smoke as is done in France. This is
without doubt a help to them, and upon the whole
rather necessary, considering the great extremes of
cold and bad weather and of hunger and overeating
or satiety which they endure; but also many ills
arise from it, on account of its excessive use. Itisthe
sole delight of these people when they have some of it,
and also certain Frenchmen are so bewitched with it
that, to inhale its fumes, they would sell their shirts.
All their talks, [79] treaties, welcomes, and endeat-
ments are made under the fumes of this tobacco. They
gather around the fire, chatting and passing the pipe
from hand to hand, enjoying themselves in this way
for several hours. Such is their inclination and cus-
tom.

Now those among them who practice medicine, are
identical with those who are at the head of their Relig-
ion, i.e. Autmoins, whose office is the same as that of
our Priests and our Physicians. But in truth they are
not Priests, but genuine sorcerers; not Physicians,
but Jugglers, liars, and cheats. All their science con-
sists in a knowledge of a few simple laxatives, or as-
tringents, hot or cold applications, lenitives or irri-
tants for the liver or kidneys, leaving the rest to
luck; nothing more. [80] But they are well versed
in tricks and impositions, of which I shall give you
a sample, assuring you that I have not misrepre-
sented or fabricated anything of all that I shall tell
you, although it may seem incredible.

A Savage, feeling very ill, stretches himself out
near the fire: then they say; Ouéscouzy, Ouéscouzy, ‘“ he



